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have to fill out, recordkeeping, and tax 
planning that they have to do, Ameri-
cans are rightfully demanding a much 
simpler process. By doubling the stand-
ard deduction, collapsing the rates, and 
closing special interest loopholes, 
Americans will experience a much sim-
pler process when filling out their 
taxes. 

I know how stressful this process can 
be for many back home, and I am a 
firm believer that the last thing you 
should do is worry about navigating 
our broken Tax Code. 

Mr. Speaker, I posed three questions, 
and the answer to all three was yes. So 
instead of bickering about preserving a 
deduction here, or a tax credit there, I 
urge my colleagues to unite behind a 
tax reform bill that would cut taxes for 
working families, bring jobs back 
home, and make the filing process sim-
pler for millions of people. 

f 

PUT TAXES TO GOOD USE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, no one 
likes to pay taxes, but when our 
Founders dreamt of a nation, they 
knew that our success would rest on 
every shoulder. So it is not to make us 
just citizens of this great country, but 
stakeholders where everyone chips in, 
where everyone contributes, where ev-
eryone has skin in the game. 

It is the only way that a gutsy Amer-
ican experiment could work: if each of 
us is so committed to what this coun-
try stands for that we are willing to 
give a piece of what we earn to help it 
succeed. Of course, that willingness 
hinges on a system that would deliver 
for all of our people. 

We pay into a common good because 
we also reap from a common invest-
ment. We send our kids to public 
schools. We sleep safe at night under 
the protection of American defense. We 
wear down roads and bridges with com-
mutes, with after-school pickups, with 
delivery runs, and family trips. So we 
do our part, however begrudgingly, 
however it might strap us or sting us, 
and all that we ask for in return is that 
what we give gets put to good use. 

The tax reform bill being offered by 
my Republican colleagues does not put 
that money to good use—not the 
money it takes from hardworking 
American families. 
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It does not ask families that are liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck to fork over 
money that—make no mistake—they 
do not have so they can invest in af-
fordable housing, so that we can help 
exhausted parents pay for quality 
childcare, and so that we can stop mid-
dle class kids from being priced out of 
higher education and ensure that fami-
lies that are hit by catastrophic med-
ical events don’t lose their livelihood— 
not this bill. 

Instead, this bill asks Americans to 
scrape their bank accounts so that the 
Trump administration can turn around 
and use that money to give to the 
wealthiest among us and make them 
even wealthier; so that they can make 
tax cuts for corporations permanent 
but abandon American workers after a 
few years; so that they can multiply 
dividends enjoyed by the 10 percent of 
Americans who own the vast majority 
of our Nation’s stocks while everyone 
else gets left behind; so that they can 
blow a hole in our Federal deficit that 
again—make no mistake—working and 
middle class families will be forced to 
fill with their bare hands for genera-
tions to come, for we all know that the 
moment that this bill passes, you are 
going to hear those calls for cuts to 
Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Secu-
rity come roaring back from my Re-
publican colleagues. 

So for these families, the money that 
they send to the American Government 
every year isn’t just some meaningless 
check. It represents the late nights; 
the double shifts; the school plays and 
the teacher conferences missed; the 
bedtimes when you didn’t make it 
home; the vacations you could not 
take; those endless, countless, thank-
less sacrifices that you make every sin-
gle day so that you can take care of 
the people whom you love. 

You deserve a country that will 
make your contribution count and that 
will make that investment in your 
family, too. This bill doesn’t even come 
close. 

f 

CELEBRATING REVEREND BILLY 
GRAHAM’S 99TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, this 
morning I rise to celebrate a truly 
great American and one of the finest 
men North Carolina has ever produced, 
the Reverend Billy Graham, who, yes-
terday, celebrated his 99th birthday. 

Born November 7, 1918, in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, Reverend Graham has 
devoted his life to spreading the Gospel 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

While Reverend Graham was or-
dained as a minister in 1939, it was not 
until 1949 that he gained the inter-
national recognition he is known for 
today. It was that year that he hosted 
the Los Angeles Crusade. The Crusade 
was originally scheduled to last only 3 
weeks, but it ended up going on for 
over 2 months as huge crowds came to 
hear Reverend Graham spread the Gos-
pel. 

In the years since the Los Angeles 
Crusade, Reverend Graham has trav-
eled across the United States and 
around the world to spread the Gospel. 
According to the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, in his life, Rev-
erend Graham has preached to nearly 
215 million people in over 185 countries 
and territories around the world. 

Reverend Graham has served as a 
spiritual adviser to political and faith 
leaders here in the United States and 
throughout the world. In the 1950s and 
1960s, he joined Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., for integrated crusades. In 
later years, he delivered invocations at 
the inaugurations of four American 
Presidents. In 1983, President Ronald 
Reagan awarded Reverend Graham the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, which 
is our Nation’s highest civilian honor. 

Reverend Graham now resides where 
he has resided most of his life, in 
Montreat, North Carolina, where I have 
the honor of serving as his Representa-
tive here in Congress. While, phys-
ically, he has slowed in recent years, 
the power of his work over eight dec-
ades is still felt by us all. Through the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion, his life’s mission continues 
around the world. In fact, his family’s 
mission has continued around the 
world. 

Perhaps the greatest testament to 
Reverend Graham’s dedication to the 
Gospel is how he has chosen to spend 
his centennial year. Rather than cele-
brate his work, Reverend Graham is de-
voting this year to celebrating the 
work God has done through him. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of everyone in 
western North Carolina, all Americans, 
and so many people around the world, 
I would like to wish Reverend Graham 
a happy first day to his 100th year. 

I thank Reverend Graham for serving 
as a role model and spiritual guide for 
generations of Americans. I thank Rev-
erend Graham for all he has done to 
help those in times of need, and, most 
importantly, I thank him personally 
for what he has done for me. 

f 

HONORING CATHEDRAL CITY PO-
LICE CHIEF GEORGE S. CRUM, 
JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. RUIZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the outstanding service and re-
tirement of one of California’s finest, 
Cathedral City Police Chief George S. 
Crum, Jr. Chief Crum is an exceptional 
leader in the community, dedicating 
his life to public service for over three 
decades. 

He started his career 30 years ago as 
a police officer with the Fullerton Po-
lice Department. His commitment to 
keeping our citizens safe earned him 
many promotions over the years, from 
sergeant, to lieutenant, and, eventu-
ally, captain of the Fullerton Police 
Department. He was appointed as po-
lice chief of the Cathedral City Police 
Department on December 10, 2014, and 
recently retired on November 2, 2017. 

Throughout his career, his dedication 
to community engagement has helped 
to ensure justice and build a strong 
community. He is a member of numer-
ous organizations that promote safety 
throughout California, including the 
Riverside County Law Enforcement 
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